
 
Divorce and Remarriage Biblical Study 

This guide is intended to help you study your bible. Many people have different views on what the Bible 
says about divorce and remarriage. Rather than interpret it all for you, this guide points you to biblical 
verses to enhance your personal biblical study. Please take the time to read all the verses and work 
through them with the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

• Genesis 2:18-25 
• Romans 7:1-3 
• Ephesians 5:21-23 
• Exodus 21:10-11 
• Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
• Ezra 10:2-3, 10-12  
• Malachi 2:13-16  
• Matthew 19:3-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18 
• 1 Corinthians 7:8-16; 39-40 

A few quick observations: Our goal must be to be biblical and not emotional. One man joined to one 
woman for a lifetime is God’s perfect will for every marriage (Gen 2:18-25). God hates divorce (Mal 2:13-
16). God’s desire is that troubled marriages would always be reconciled. Divorce is never commanded or 
desired by God. Separation is sometimes wise (1 Cor 7:10-11). Where reconciliation is not possible, 
permission to remarry in the Lord may be allowed (though not expressly stated). Divorce and remarriage 
are not sanctioned for reasons other than sexual immorality or desertion by an unbeliever.  

Also to note: Our God is a god of grace and mercy. The whole reason Jesus came and died on a cross was 
to purchase our forgiveness with his own life. He knows we are sinners in need of grace. If you have 
sinned in your current marriage or a previous marriage know that God loves you and forgives you if you 
repent and change. He sends you his Holy Spirit to help you. Press into Jesus, listen to the Holy Spirit and 
trust God.  

 

On the back of this page I am including the Christian and Missionary Alliance’s statement on Divorce and 
Remarriage for you.  

  



Divorce and Remarriage 
Christian and Missionary Alliance Statement 

God’s Intent   

God created us to reflect His image individually and together in community, expressing our unity in 
diversity (Genesis 1:26–27). As a result, we flourish in intimate relationship with God and one another 
(Genesis 1:27–31; 2:25).   

Singleness is a good gift from God as seen in the life of Jesus. It is an opportunity for focused 
communion with God, community with others, and service for God’s purposes (Genesis 2:15; Matthew 
12:46–50; 1 Corinthians 7:25–35).   Marriage is also a good gift from God for companionship, sexual 
intimacy, and procreation (Genesis 1:28, 2:24) where one man and one woman are joined together in a 
lifelong and exclusive holy covenant before God (Malachi 2:14–16; Matthew 19:4–6; Hebrews 13:4). 
Marriage mirrors the unique relationship between God and his people (Ezekiel 16:8; Malachi 2:14–16; 
Ephesians 5:22–33). The best foundation, and God’s intent, is that married individuals be united in their 
faith (2 Corinthians 6:14).  Whether we are single or married, Jesus empowers us by His grace to live 
fulfilled lives in relational intimacy with God and others (John 10:10; Romans 15:13; Philippians 4:10–13; 
Hebrews 4:15–16; 1 Peter 2:21).  Our Fallenness  Sin separates us from God and distorts intimacy 
(Genesis 3:8). Instead of serving others in covenantal relationship, we may use others for selfish ends. 
Any sexual activity outside the marriage covenant between a man and a woman violates God’s 
boundaries and carries sober warnings and consequences (Romans 1:21–27; 1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Thess. 
4:3–4). Failure to embrace God’s intent for singleness and marriage may lead to apathy, discontent, 
sexual sin, or hasty divorce.  Within the faith community, we have also devalued singleness and treated 
divorced individuals with less respect. We repent where we have failed in these ways and grieve with 
those we have hurt by our actions. As ambassadors for Christ, we have been entrusted with the ministry 
of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:16–21). Christ has unbounded love toward us, no matter our past, and 
such love becomes the force behind our ministry.  

The redemptive power of Jesus can heal hurting people, strained relationships, and damaged marriages. 
Since God holds marriage in high regard, we seek to protect and nurture these relationships (Hebrews 
13:4). Divorce causes significant pain and fails to reflect God’s design; it should not be considered until 
reasonable efforts, with the help of the church and trusted Christian leaders, prove unsuccessful 
(Malachi 2:16; Matthew 19:4–8).   

At times relationships can become so broken that divorce becomes an option, such as when a spouse is 
guilty of sexual unfaithfulness, abandonment, or significant abuse (Matthew 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:15; cf. 
Exodus 21:10–11). In such cases, singleness or remarriage can provide newfound hope and community. 
Remarriage is also permitted after the death of a spouse (Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:39) or when the 
parties made no profession of faith prior to the time of the divorce (1 Corinthians 7:15).   

The complexity of divorce and remarriage has touched many lives today. Whether we were wounded by 
a trusted spouse or our own sin, God’s grace brings us together on a journey toward healing, 
forgiveness, and freedom. Together we cling to the promise that any sin can be forgiven (1 John 1:9). 

Our Hope 



In the new heaven and new earth, people will neither be married nor given in marriage (Matthew 22:30) 
but will exist in perfect community together with God (John 14:1–3; Revelation 21:1–4). Ultimately, 
marriage foreshadows the glory of heaven when there is but one Bride, the Church, and one groom, the 
Lord Jesus (Ephesians 5:31–32; Revelation 19:7-9).  

Until then we are led by God’s Word, forgiven by God’s Son, and empowered by God’s Spirit as we 
reflect His image together in community. 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has 
made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear (fine linen stands for the 
righteous acts of God’s holy people). Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” (Revelation 19:7–9). 


